
Background
Across the region, a continuously increasing number of 
people has been forced to leave their countries with few 
alternatives, other than to flee from violence, poverty, 
natural disasters, persecution, human rights violations 
and economic, social and political crises. In recent years, 
the countries of Central America and Mexico have seen a 
significant increase in the number of forced displacements 
from and within the region creating a crisis of forced 
displacement.

Through the  Comprehensive Regional Protection and 
Solutions Framework (known as MIRPS in Spanish) a state-
led regional application of the Global Compact on Refugees: 
Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, and Panama have come together to strengthen 
protection and develop solutions for refugees, asylum-
seekers, internally displaced persons, and returnees with 
international protection needs. By addressing root causes of 
displacement and bridging the humanitarian-development 
nexus, the MIRPS continues to lead by example. 

                 MIRPS AT A GLANCE

         

   
   
 

The Friends of MIRPS is a network that to date includes Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, 
the United States of America, Uruguay and some Permanent Oberserver States that despite 
being outside of the region are key partners in initiatives like the MIRPS. These States are 
Spain, France, Italy, Switzerland, the European Union and the Holy See.

With the consolidation of Friends of MIRPS as a support platform, different sources of support 
can be channelled, particularly those of financial or human resource nature, and further 
support mobilised.

Read about MIRPS 
achievementsSupport Platform

New asylum claims from 
North of Cenral America 

(worldwide) between 
January and June 2019. An 
86% increase as compared 

to same period in 2018

(
)



Achievements to date
In order to ensure a strong State ownership, a system of presidencies started in 2019, with Mexico adopting the first 
annual presidency of the MIRPS. A new State will take over the presidency in 2020. 

Each state now has a detailed national action plan to address forced displacement and has begun costing these national 
commitments to ensure a sound fiscal base to implement it. 

Inter-ministerial technical teams from the seven countries meet on a monthly basis in order to review the implementation 
of MIRPS strategic pillars and to exchange best practices. 

The seven States meet annually at a political level, led by the Presidency, in order to set regional priorities. This year, 
these can be found in the Mexico City Declaration. 

A periodic dialogue between the seven technical teams and the UN country teams is being institutionalized to ensure 
root causes are addressed as a priority from a development perspective. Other development actors will be brought into 
this dialogue in 2020.

Key formalized partnerships have provided different types of support, from advocacy at the highest political level 
and border monitoring to the deployment of emergency humanitarian assistance.  Ten organizations, regional and 
international coordination mechanisms work in line with the MIRPS: IACHR, SICA, UNSDG (Latin America & Caribbean), 
ICRC, CLAMOR, RROCM, GREAT MIRPS, CCPDH, Red Integrarse. Together with these organizations and coordination 
mechanisms the MIRPS work towards finding protection and solutions for those forcibly displaced.

As part of the MIRPS consultation process, over 273 organizations participated, including regional and international 
organizations, civil society organizations, private companies and chambers of commerce, as well as government 
organizations. 

25 organizations and civil society networks participated in the consultations for the permanent mechanism for dialogue 
which will be finalized in 2020.
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RESPONSIBILITY-SHARING

PROTECTION EDUCATION
JOBS AND
LIVELIHOODS

- Honduras: Strengthen system of 
consular protection for Honduran 
asylum-seekers.
- Guatemala: Expand specialized 
spaces and services for 
unaccompanied children.
- Panama: Increase the presence 
of ONPAR in strategic areas of the 
country for the immediate and timely 
response to requests for international 
protection.
- Mexico: Promote information and 
awareness campaigns on the right to 
asylum.
- Costa Rica: Expand social assistance 
for vulnerable persons.

- Costa Rica: Expand educational 
opportunities and practicums in private and 
public universities
- Mexico: Facilitate the issuance of 
immigration documentation and the Unique 
Population Registration Code (CURP), so that 
the applicants for refugee status can access 
education services
- Panama: Ensure inclusion of refugee 
children in primary and secondary education, 
and equitable access to tertiary education
- Belize: Ensure inclusion of refugee children 
through expansion and construction of 
educational infrastructure
- El Salvador: Implement psychosocial care 
programs within schools to mitigate the risk 
of youth and adolescents dropping out of 
school.

- Belize: Support the self-
sufficiency of refugees through 
microcredit, vocational training 
and English language training.
- El Salvador: Develop awareness 
campaign for the inclusion of 
LGBTI persons in private sector.
- Guatemala: Strengthen training 
centers and strategy for labour 
inclusion of returned Guatemalans 
and refugees.
- Honduras: Create micro-
enterprises and funds for self-
sufficiency projects for refugee 
families.

$248M
required

Read 
about the 

MIRPS 
Quantification 

here

43%
$107,201,667

57%
$141,251,113

The MIRPS has set a precedent and remains an example of how responsibility-sharing can be a response mechanism for 
forced displacement issues in the region. 

One of the MIRPS strategic priorities for 2019 is to quantify the resources required to implement the national plans and 
support the efforts that seek to address forced displacement in the region.

The MIRPS quantification is an innovative effort based on national  leadership and ownership to assess the fiscal investment 
required to address forced displacement, identify State resources as well as funding gaps that need support through 
international cooperation.

The following snapshot of the region’s commitments and priorities is a call to partners and other relevant stakeholders to 
contribute towards a fairer distribution of the responsibilities, thus widening the basis for support and solidarity.

While MIRPS countries have been generous in 
their response to forced displacement in Central 
America and Mexico, further support from the 
international community is required to complement 
their efforts. 

Within the selected focus areas addressed by 
countries in the quantification exercise, these 
figures represent the combined total fiscal 
resources, including the national investment made 
towards these efforts and the financing gap that 
need support from the international community, in 
order to address forced displacement. 

The recently completed initial phase of the MIRPS 
quantification established a framework and 
common methodology for the region to quantify 
initial results in selected focus areas by country. 
In the next phases of the MIRPS quantification, 
the MIRPS countries will continue to enhance the 
process and expand the scope in order to have a 
comprehensive perspective on the total resources 
required to address forced displacement and 
implement their National Action Plans.

Snapshot of regional commitments and priorities

 MIRPS Financing Requirements

Financing gap

National financing





Country Context
In the context of displacement across the region, the 
number of new asylum-seekers has consistently increased 
over the past years. Regional dynamics of displacement 
continue to impact the country, which may be susceptible 
to unpredictable sudden influxes, posing additional 
challenges to the various elements of the national response. 
By September 2019, a total of 3,934 asylum-seekers were 
recorded, with new requests from the period January – 
September 2019 reaching to 416 persons.

Significant efforts to improve protection and sustainable 
solutions for persons with protection needs face challenges 
arising from government’s policies of fiscal tightening and 
popular fear of refugees overwhelming the country beyond 
absorption capacity. A major challenge is meeting increased 
needs for technical expert staff.  Belize’s priorities reflect 
the need to articulate and consolidate clear pathways for 
reception and admission of persons in need of protection. 
Key components of the Belize MIRPS National Action Plan 
envision the country’s continued work towards resolving 
the challenge of granting work rights for asylum-seekers, 
thereby aligning Belize with the spirit of the Global Compact 
on Refugees.

Asylum seekers & refugees in Belize 
(2019-2021)

$9.7 M required

31%
$3,021,735

69%
$6,716,520

Term of financial requirements: 2020 - 2021**

BELIZE

Achievements
Belize is the only English-speaking country in Central America, and provision of English as a second 
language (ESL) education services for persons seeking refugee status is supported at the community level 
and by the Refugees Department of the Ministry of Immigration, the University of Belize and the NGOs 
“Help For Progress” and “Humana People to People Belize”, in conjunction with UNHCR. This whole of 
society approach to support refugees is in line with the Global Compact on Refugees.

For more information on best practices in Belize, consult the annual MIRPS report.

Financing gap

National financing

Belize has demonstrated its efforts to respond to 
displacement through its National Action Plan and has 
assessed the financial requirements in selected focus 
areas to effectively attend to the increased number of 
persons with protection needs. Belize has quantified the 
resources required to access to key services, including 
the asylum system, social protection programmes as 
well as primary and secondary education. While Belize is 
investing in these areas, additional resources are needed. 
Included is a summary of the quantification exercise, which 
highlights selected proposed actions as well as the national 
investment and required additional support in the form of 
financial and technical assistance. 

Quantification



Provide increased financial assistance 
through a social protection program to 
address multiple levels of vulnerability in 
asylum seeker populations.

Provide key relevant asylum information to 
asylum-seekers.
Improve Public Sector SOP Identification 
and Referral.
Strengthen the Quality Assurance Initiative 
(QAI). 
Regularize non-registered asylum-seekers.

Increase enrollment in primary and 
secondary school.
Increase education infrastructure.

Provide microcredit, vocational training and 
language courses.

Humanitarian and social assistance 

Strengthening the asylum process

Increased access to primary and secondary education

Entrepreneurship and vocational training

SELECTED
PROPOSED ACTIONS

FINANCIAL 
NEEDS

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION NEEDS

Meet basic needs and provide 
essential services to provide a 
minimum social protection floor 
to registered and non-registered 
asylum-seekers.

Improve quality of refugee status 
determination. 

Support refugee-hosting 
governments to scale up and expand 
primary and secondary education 
infrastructure for asylum seeker girls, 
boys and adolescents.

Provide technical assistance for the 
development of livelihood programs.

Belize Quantification Summary

PROTECTION

PROTECTION

EDUCATION

JOBS AND LIVELIHOODS

*Preliminary projections are according to available data provided by governments and are subject to change. They are based on estimates of recent trends in the north of Central America. 

** The amounts are required financing estimates for the implementation of the needs identified by the State. The national investment are estimates and do not represent budgetary 
obligations.  Additional information about the priority areas, activities and methodology can be found in the 2019 MIRPS Quantification Report.

TOTAL
$1,503,479

TOTAL
$2,999,117

TOTAL
$1,066,329



Costa Rica is a primary country of destination in the region, 
but changes in the regional forced displacement scenario, 
particularly in light of the ongoing situations in Nicaragua 
and Venezuela, have exerted unanticiapted pressure on 
the Costa Rican asylum system. Costa Rica is committed 
to maintaining its tradition of respecting human rights and 
providing safety to refugees. In the last five years, the 
country has registered a sustained increase in the total 
number of claims, particularly from people from the region. 
Costa Rica plays a significant role as a country of asylum 
for people from all displacement situations in the region, 
while continuing to maintain local integration solutions for 
its refugee population. 

According to the most recent data from the Migration 
Authority (DGME),  it is expected that by year end 2020, 
Costa Rica will host some 126,136 refugees and asylum-
seekers. Costa Rica’s current national context also poses 
new challenges, in regard to unemployment and fiscal 
stability, which have implications on the State’s capacity to 
respond to people with international protection needs.

Country Context

Asylum seekers & refugees in Costa Rica 
(2018-2020)*

Costa Rica has demonstrated its efforts to respond to 
displaced persons through its National Action Plan and has 
assessed the financial requirements in selected focus areas 
to effectively attend to the increased number of persons with 
protection needs. Costa Rica has quantified the resources 
required to expand access to social protection programmes, 
public education and public health services. While Costa 
Rica is investing in these areas, additional resources 
are needed. Included is a summary of the quantification 
exercise, highlighting selected proposed actions as well as 
the national investment and required additional support in 
the form of financial and technical assistance. 

COSTA RICA

$82.2 M required

24%
$19,797,672

76%
$62,428,104

Term of financial requirements: 2020**

Financing gap

National financing

Quantification

Achievements
In response to the increase of Nicaraguan asylum-seekers, the Migration Authority has expanded its 
presence in border areas, guaranteeing access to territory, facilitating access to the refugee status 
determination procedures, and ensuring issuance of asylum-seeker IDs and work permits to provide access 
to rights and prevent detention and deportation. Increased border presence also allows timely identification 
of persons with specific protection needs and early referral to services.

For more information on best practices in Costa Rica, consult the annual MIRPS report.



*The projection for December 2019 was made based on the average monthly growth of appointments to formalize asylum applications with DGME of 2019 and the projection for 
2020 was made based on the estimated annual growth of appointments.   

 ** The amounts are required financing estimates for the implementation of the needs identified by the State. The national investment are estimates and do not represent 
budgetary obligations. Additional information about the priority areas, activities and methodology can be found in the 2019 MIRPS Quantification Report. 

***The data for Costa Rica corresponding to IMAS social assistance are based on the total number of refugees and asylum-seekers eligible for assistance and not on the number 
of refugees and asylum-seekers expected to be attended during 2020.

Provide refugees and asylum-seekers 
access to Government public poverty 
reduction programs: Atencion a Familias, 
Cuido y Desarrollo Infantil, Crecemos y 
Avancemos.

Expand the number of initiatives to 
promote peaceful coexistence and 
non-discrimination in schools and host 
communities.  
Expand and secure access for refugees 
and aslyum-seekers to primary, secondary 
and tertiary public education.

Secure access for refugees and asylum-
seekers to public health care services.

Protection social assistance

Access to public education

Access to public services

SELECTED
PROPOSED ACTIONS

FINANCIAL 
NEEDS***

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION NEEDS

N/A

Create a fund to provide sectoral 
cash grants for school-age refugees 
and asylum–seekers to access 
primary and secondary education. 

Provide technical assistance to better 
identify and refer specific cases for 
proper medical assistance.

Costa Rica Quantification Summary

PROTECTION

EDUCATION

HEALTH

***



El Salvador has demonstrated its efforts to respond to 
displacement through its National Action Plan and has 
assessed the financial requirements in selected focus 
areas to effectively respond to the root causes of forced 
displacement. El Salvador has quantified the resources 
required to assist displaced persons to rebuild their lives 
through immediate humanitarian support, health services, 
jobs and livelihoods programmes and health services. While 
El Salvador is investing in these areas, additional resources 
are needed. Included is a summary of the quantification 
exercise, highlighting selected proposed actions as well as 
the national investment and required additional support in 
the form of financial and technical assistance. 

EL SALVADOR

Term of financial requirements: 2020 - 2022**

As a country of origin, El Salvador is committed to addressing 
the root causes of forced displacement. Given official data 
obtained through the Profiling Study of Internal Mobility 
due to Violence in El Salvador, carried out during 2018, it is 
estimated that between 2006-2016, 1.1% of the population 
in the country were victims of forced displacement due to 
violence, which represents an approximated total of 71,500 
internally displaced persons, whose demographic profile 
shows that the most affected  groups is families with young 
people who have a relative condition of socioeconomic 
vulnerability, being mostly victims of threats, intimidation 
or coercion. Similarly, each year the country receives a 
significant number of deported persons with protection 
needs and is seeing a considerable increase in asylum 
applications. 

Country Context

$24.9 M required

35%
$8,749,349

65%
$16,197,317

Financing gap

National financing

Quantification

Internally displaced 
people due to violence

(data from Government study)

71,500

Deportees 2016 - 2020

A portion of deported persons may have protection needs



* Source: DGME / IOM. Official deportation figures have been recorded from 2016 to September 2019. Projections for 2019 were made based on the average of the previous months.

** The amounts are required financing estimates for the implementation of the needs identified by the State. The national investment are estimates and do not represent budgetary 
obligations. Additional information about the priority areas, activities and methodology can be found in the 2019 MIRPS Quantification Report.

Provide shelters and local offices for 
immediate protection needs.
Create unique registry of displaced persons
Train the consular network in the 
identification of profiles with protection 
needs.
Increase institutional capacities for the 
analysis and resolution of applications for 
recognition of refugee status
Issue accreditation documents for asylum 
seekers.

Establish internal care referral pathways that 
ensures the right to education of displaced 
persons. 
Create psychosocial care programs to 
mitigate the impact of violence. 
Hire and train specialized personnel in 
prioritized schools. 

Provide health care in shelters for 
populations of concern.
Provide specialized training for health 
system officials on psychological, 
psychiatric and psychosocial care for 
people affected by forced displacement.

Create programs for entrepreneurship as 
well as technical and vocational training, 
life and work skills. 
Provide access to tertiary education and 
promotion of labor insertion with the 
private sector.

Access to protection systems

Addressing education needs

Acess to healthcare

Increase self-reliance

SELECTED
PROPOSED ACTIONS

FINANCIAL 
NEEDS

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION NEEDS

Provide technical assistance for shelter 
management.
Exchange best practices for the design 
and management of the registry for 
displaced populations.

Provide technical assistance for the 
analysis and resolution of applications 
for recognition of refugee status.

Provide in-kind contributions for the 
equipment of schools. 
Provide technical assistance for the 
definition of training programs. 
Provide technical assistance for the 
improvement of attention at schools. 

Provide technical assistance for 
training in psychological, psychiatric 
and psychosocial attention for people 
affected by forced displacement.

Provide technical assistance for the 
management of job rosters.
Provide technical assistance 
on innovation for public-private 
partnerships.

El Salvador Quantification Summary

PROTECTION

EDUCATION

HEALTH

JOBS AND LIVELIHOODS



Guatemala, as a result of its geographic location, is a 
country of origin, transit, destination, return and asylum 
for persons with international protection needs. More 
recently, Guatemala has registered an increase in the 
number of new asylum applications per year coupled with 
low abandonment rates. National projections are also on 
the rise, which is considered an important challenge for 
the year 2020. 

Guatemala has demonstrated its efforts to respond to 
displaced persons through its National Action Plan and has 
assessed the financial requirements in selected focus areas 
to effectively attend to the increased number of persons with 
protection needs.  As a country of origin, transit, destination, 
return and asylum for persons with international protection 
needs, Guatemala has quantified the resources required to 
operationalize the activities outlined in the National Action 
Plan in the areas of protection, education and jobs and 
livelihoods. While Guatemala is investing in these areas, 
additional resources are needed. Included is a summary of 
the quantification exercise, highlighting selected proposed 
actions as well as the national investment and required 
additional support in the form of financial and technical 
assistance. 

GUATEMALA

$5.2 M required

9%
$455,189

91%
$4,796,878

Term of financial requirements: 2020**

Financing gap

National financing

Country Context

Quantification

Asylum seekers in Guatemala 
 2016 - 2020

147 150

262 418

700

Achievements
Guatemala has taken steps to support asylum-seekers through the issuance of work permits which facilities 
local integration in country.

For more information on best practices in Guatemala, consult the annual MIRPS report.



* Prepared with data provided by the Guatemalan Institute of Migration (IGM), Government of Guatemala for January-July 2019. Preliminary projections based on available data 
provided by IGM and are subject to change.

** Amounts are estimates of the required financing for the implementation of the needs identified by the State. The amounts reported are estimated figures that may vary due to 
institutional budget allocations. Additional information on priority areas, activities and methodology are in the MIRPS Quantification Report 2019.

Improve information technology for real-
time registrations and increase of eligibility 
responses.
Create multidisciplinary teams for the care 
and protection of refugees and asylum 
seekers.
Create special attention through protocols.
Create specialized spaces and services for 
unaccompanied children.
Optimization training programs for 
migration authorities.

Validate academic studies of deported 
Guatemalans who will continue their 
training in the national education system.
Negotiate and implement regional and 
international agreements for recognition of 
study certificates, with special attention to 
specific needs and difficulties of refugees 
in presenting documentation of their 
countries of origin.

Improve QUEDATE training centers, with 
attention to returnees and Guatemalan 
adolescents and refugees.
Create Labour Market Observatory
Create a strategy for labour reintegration of 
returned Guatemalan migrants.
Develop awareness campaigns for the 
business sector to link refugees to formal 
employment.

SELECTED
PROPOSED ACTIONS

FINANCIAL 
NEEDS***

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION NEEDS

Develop standardized guidelines for 
the profiling, prioritizing and referral 
mechanisms for vulnerable populations.  
Establish differentiated procedures for 
the determination of refugee status 
that consider the protection needs of 
unaccompanied children and other 
vulnerable populations.
Increase the networks of specialized 
shelters for LGBTI population.
Exchange best practices with other 
countries.

Provide accompaniment to the Ministry 
of Education in the socialization of the 
rules of equalization and equivalences 
of studies. 
Support for the creation of modules to 
visualize the population in condition of 
human mobility. 
Facilitate scholarships and technical 
assistance, with especial emphasis in 
girls, adolescent girls and women.

Implementation of an information 
campaign on the rights of asylum 
seekers and refugees.
Paid scholarships at the private sector.
Technical online trainings on how to 
prepare for a job opportunity.

Guatemala Quantification Summary

PROTECTION

EDUCATION

JOBS AND LIVELIHOODS



Honduras is a country of origin, transit, asylum and 
return. Within this context of human mobility, the MIRPS 
commitments of Honduras reflect this complexity. The goal 
is to enhance and ensure protection to asylum seekers and 
refugees, Hondurans abroad and returned with protection 
needs, and internally displaced people. In 2019, a second 
profiling study produced nationwide data on forced 
internal displacement in Honduras. The study concluded 
that between 2004 and 2018, 58,500 households had 
been displaced, wherein at least one of its members was 
displaced due to violence. In total, 247,090 people in those 
homes have been displaced. The National Institute for 
Migration (INM) provides assistance to meet basic needs 
identified during a preliminary interview of asylum-seekers 
and refugees with specific vulnerabilities. For returnees 
with protection needs and Hondurans abroad, Honduras 
continues to attempt to strengthen the capacity of consular 
protection to identify cases in Houston (USA) and Mexico 
City (Mexico) through the protection alternatives with the 
Centre for the Attention of Returned Migrants (CAMR) and 
identification of persons with international protection needs.

Internal displacement 2015 - 2021

Honduras has demonstrated its efforts to respond to 
displaced persons through its National Action Plan and has 
assessed the financial requirements in selected focus areas 
to effectively attend to the increased number of persons 
with protection needs. As a country of origin, transit, return 
and asylum for persons with international protection needs, 
Honduras has quantified the resources required to help 
displaced persons through immediate protection support for 
persons with increased vulnerabilities, increased protection 
capacity of the asylum system and jobs and livelihoods 
programs. While Honduras is investing in these areas, 
additional resources are needed. Included is a summary of 
the quantification exercise, highlighting selected proposed 
actions as well as the national investment and required 
additional support in the form of financial and technical 
assistance. 

Country Context

HONDURAS

Term of financial requirements: 2020 - 2023**

$62 M required

54%
$33,412,210

46%
$28,523,490

Financing gap

National financing

Deportees 2015-2019

Quantification

Achievements
As a leading example of protection for those displaced, Honduras is ensuring those most vulnerable are 
able to receive timely appropriate support and assistance through the development of response plans 
and continued consultative processs through a second characterization study on internal displacement in 
Honduras.

For more information on best practices in Honduras, consult the annual MIRPS report.

A portion of deported persons may have protection needs



*Data are part of an official study of the country through 2018. The additional projections figures are provided by UNHCR.
**The priority actions and the amounts of investment reference the principle needs identified by the State of Honduras as are the costs required for implementation. They should 
not be understood as executed activities nor as public resources available for their use or investment. 

Improve the quality of attention to persons of 
corncern.
Create a unified system of information on 
internally displaced persons.
Create a virtual diploma in internal displacement.
Develop humanitarian assistance mechanisms.
Develop centers of protection.
Establish social orientation and psychosocial 
attention.

Strengthen State institutions’ capacity and civil 
society to support the process of local integration
Create a bank of labour profiles of asylum seekers 
and refugees in Honduras. 
Strengthen Interinstitutional coordination for 
the search of strategies that facilitate access to 
education

Create reception centers and shelters for 
people in need of international protection in 
transit
Create sustainable projects and initiatives 
(productive and educational) for refugee 
families in Honduras.
Manage funds for self-sufficient projects and 
initiatives for refugee families in Honduras.

Internally displaced people due to violence

Internally displaced people due to violence 

Protection of returnees with protection needs and Hondurans abroad

Refugees and asylum seekers

SELECTED
PROPOSED ACTIONS

FINANCIAL 
NEEDS

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION NEEDS

Enhancement of mechanisms to 
restore housing, land and property 
for IDPs

Provide technical assistance for 
the development of livelihoods 
programmes.
Strategic partnerships for 
FUNDARSE.

Increase capacity to identify and refer 
people with international protection 
needs for asylum processing.
Exchange of best practices with other 
countries.

Honduras Quantification Summary

PROTECTION

JOBS AND LIVELIHOODS

PROTECTION

PROTECTION

Incentive strategies to optimize the attention 
offered to the returned Honduran population and 
Hondurans living abroad.
Strengthen the human talent at the national level 
and abroad
Improve the capacity of conflict resolution and 
search for a consensus from target populations 
and institutions.
Strengthen Integrated System of Consular 
Protection for Honduran asylum seekers.

Provide technical assistance for the 
development livelihood programs for 
returned Hondurans.
Improve public private partnerships.



Mexico has witnessed sudden changes in forced 
displacement and migration movements. As a country of 
transit, destination, origin and asylum, Mexico have faced 
challenges in the delivery of protection and adequate 
assistance to all people of concern Mexico. In the first place, 
the number of asylum seekers has increased. In relation to 
the increase in asylum claims in Mexico, according to figures 
provided by the Mexican Commission for the Assistance 
to Refugees (COMAR), the number of asylum seekers has 
grown from 2,137 in 2014, to 14,619 in 2017, 29,634 in 2018, 
and to 30 September 2019, the number has increased to 
54,377. The profiles of those seeking asylum has changed, 
with the number of families and persons with specific 
vulnerabilities and needs, as well as unaccompanied 
children and adolescents have increased. These changes 
in demographics require more specialized assistance and 
attention. Currently, COMAR has increased its presence 
in four states: Palenque (Chiapas) Acayucan (Veracruz), 
Mexico City, Monterrey (Nuevo Leon) and Tijuana (Baja 
California), and a further upscaling is foreseen in 2020.

Asylum seekers, refugees and people with 
complementary protection in Mexico

(2018-2020)

Mexico has demonstrated its efforts to respond to 
displacement through its National Action Plan and has 
assessed the financial requirements in selected focus areas 
to effectively attend to the increased number of asylum-
seekers, refugees and persons with protection needs. 
Mexico has quantified the resources required to strengthen 
the asylum system, enhance protection mechanism for 
children and promote access to education. While Mexico is 
investing in these areas, additional resources are needed. 
Included is a summary of the quantification exercise, 
highlighting selected proposed actions as well as the 
national investment and required additional support in the 
form of financial and technical assistance. 

MEXICO

Term of financial requirements: 2020**

$45.0 M required

37%
$28,247,707

63%
$16,737,377

Financing gap

National financing

Country Context

Quantification

Achievements
In collaboration with UNHCR, labour integration is being promoted by authorizing internal relocations of 
refugees and asylum seekers from the south of the country – where integration opportunities are limited – 
to cities with better prospects. Relocations were facilitated for 38 persons in 2016, 114 in 2017, 516 in 2018 
and 4,771 in 2019 (as of Nov 22th).

For more information on best practices in Mexico, consult the annual MIRPS report.



* Preliminary projections based on available data provided by COMAR and are subject to change. They are based on the estimate as indicated by recent regional trends.

** The amounts are estimates of the financing required for the implementation of the needs identified by the State. National investments are estimates and do not represent 
budgetary obligations. Additional information on priority areas, activities and methodology can be found in the MIRPS Quantification Report 2019.

***Quantification of Protection of children and adolescents includes analysis of funding to support all unaccompanied migrant, refugee, asylum seeker and children with 
complementary protection needs.

Improve the procedure for the applications 
for recognition of refugee status, including 
the registration phase, the signature 
system, attention to specific needs and the 
determination of refugee status.
Increase the presence of COMAR in 
migratory stations and training to the INM in 
airports.
Promote information and awareness 
campaigns on the right to asylum.
Facilitate the issuance of immigration 
documentation and the Unique Population 
Registration Code (CURP), so that the 
applicants for refugee status can access 
formal jobs, public health and education 
services.

Generate coordination mechanisms and 
approved criteria for the integral protection 
and restitution of the rights of children and 
adolescences. 
Strengthen the Office of Children 
Protection (PPNNA), as well as develop and 
train in protocols on the determination of 
the best interests of the child, identification 
of children’s needs and case referrals.

Include of refugee, asylum 
seeker children and children with 
complementary protection needs into 
the public education system.

SELECTED
PROPOSED ACTIONS

FINANCIAL 
NEEDS

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION NEEDS

Support information campaigns 
on the right so seek asylum and 
training for civil servants at all 
levels.
Provide technical assistance and 
support for equipment to issue 
documentation for asylum seekers 
and refugees.

Increase support to shelters and 
creation of child friendly spaces.
Technical assistance to implement 
comprehensive protection 
measures for asylum seeker and 
refugee children and adolescents. 

N/A

Mexico Quantification Summary

Stregthening the asylum system 

Protection of children and adolescents  

Access to education

PROTECTION

PROTECTION

EDUCATION



As a country of destination and transit, Panama has 
witnessed an increase of asylum claims in recent years. 
Statistics from the National Office for the Attention to 
Refugees indicate that a total of 28,366 asylum claims have 
been lodged between 2014 and June 2019, with a sharp 
increase mostly during the last two years (40% increase 
in 2018 compared to the previous year). Asylum seekers 
are nationals from Nicaragua, Venezuela, Colombia, Cuba 
and the North of Central America (El Salvador mainly). 
Particularly in the last year, the number of asylum seekers 
from Nicaragua has increased considerably, becoming the 
main nationality of asylum claims in Panama in 2019. Up until 
July 2019, There are some 15,000 asylum claims pending 
review. This continues to put pressure on a country and its 
asylum system which was one once mainly  a country of 
transit,  but currently becoming more and more a country 
of  destination.

New asylum claims and refugees in Panama  
(2017-2022)*

Panama has demonstrated its efforts to respond to 
displacement through its National Action Plan and has 
assessed the financial requirements in selected focus areas 
to effectively attend to the increased number of asylum-
seekers and refugees. Panama has quantified the resources 
required to strengthen the asylum system, expand social 
protection for vulnerable populations and increase access to 
public education. While Panama is investing in these areas, 
additional resources are needed. Included is a summary of 
the quantification exercise, highlighting selected proposed 
actions as well as the national investment and required 
additional support in the form of financial and technical 
assistance. 

PANAMA

Term of financial requirements: 2020-2022**

$19.3 M required

70%
$13,517,806

30%
$5,846,164

Financing gap

National financing

Country Context

Quantification

Achievements
Talents without Borders is an employability programme developed by UNHCR, ManpowerGroup and HIAS 
to support refugees to strengthen their capacities and skills and to promote access to the formal labour 
market.  Recently the Municipality of Panama has joined as well to facilitate inclusion of young Panamanian 
population in vulnerable situation, as additional beneficiaries of the programme.

For more information on best practices in Panama, consult the annual MIRPS report.



* Preliminary projections based on available data provided by governments and are subject to change. They are based on the estimate as indicated by recent trends in the region.

** The amounts are estimates of the financing required for the implementation of the needs identified by the State. National investments are estimates and do not represent 
budgetary obligations. Additional information on priority areas, activities and methodologycan be found in the MIRPS Quantification Report 2019.

Strengthen the institutional capacity to 
identify, refer and attend to people with 
international protection needs.
Improve the mechanisms for receiving and 
processing refugee status applications.
Increase the presence of ONPAR in 
strategic areas of the country for the 
immediate and timely response to 
requests for international protection.
Reduction of the application backlog 
through restructuring of internal processes 
and increasing human resources to serve 
the population, as well as through the 
support of technical tools and training 
processes.

Map existing programs and services to 
cover the basic needs of people in extreme 
vulnerability.
Strengthen information and monitoring 
services for the population requesting 
refugee and refugee status.
Strengthen reference mechanisms for the 
inclusion of vulnerable population in state 
social programs.
Boost programs that promote labour 
alternatives for generating income for 
refugees

Develop a protocol and guidance for the 
efficient implementation of Decree 1225. 
Increase capacity building programs for 
teachers.
Support learning requirements of refugee 
and asylum seekers students. 
Continue promoting alliances with 
universities for access to higher-education 
programs for refugees in similar conditions.

SELECTED
PROPOSED ACTIONS

FINANCIAL 
NEEDS

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND 
IN-KIND CONTRIBUTION NEEDS

Develop country of origin 
information.
Provide capacity building to 
strengthen the registration system.

Support to enhance the 
identification and referral process 
through expedited attention 
protocols.
Strengthen private sector - 
corporate social responsibility 
programmes to include people of 
concern in the labour market.

Strengthen strategic alliances 
with private sector to implement 
inclusion initiatives. 
Support schools to develop 
targeted mental health programs 
for refugee and asylum-seeker 
children. 

Panama Quantification Summary

Services for receiving and processing refugee status applications

Protection service and comprehensive attention to people with international protection needs

Addressing education needs

PROTECTION

PROTECTION

EDUCATION


