Reception programme
for refugee
university students

1. Presentation
In 2017 the Government of Catalonia approved the implementation of a programme
to give refugees who had begun their university studies without having been able
to complete them in their countries of origin the opportunity to continue them at
Catalan universities.
All Catalan public and private universities decided to take part in this programme
and to contribute to the right to education of people who have had to flee their
countries as a consequence of any of the motives covered by the right to international
protection (due to armed conflict or for reasons of race, ethnicity, religion, nationality,
political opinions, belonging to a specific social group, gender or sexual orientation).

The aim of this programme is to educate and empower people
so that they can contribute to the future social and physical
reconstruction of their countries of origin. Therefore, this
programme aims not only to guarantee the human right to
education but also to contribute to the creation of lasting
peace in the future.

1.1. What does the programme include?
The programme takes into account several aspects to guarantee a comprehensive
approach that ensures the proper integration of all participants and their success
in the university studies on which they will embark.

Free tuition for all
degrees or master’s
degrees.

Catalan and Spanish
language courses.

Accommodation
in a university residence
or with host families.

Ongoing expenses
grants.

Mentoring
programme.

Health insurance.

Before travelling
to Catalonia

Students will take an online Spanish language
course through the Open University of Catalonia and
a Catalan language course through the ‘Parla.cat’
platform of the Catalan Directorate General of
Linguistic Policy.

Once students have
arrived in Catalonia

Their knowledge of the official languages will be
assessed. Students who do not have a sufficient level
in these languages will take an extension course
specifically created for gaining an understanding of
them in a short period of time.

In order to encourage language learning and to create a social network, students will
be offered the option of participating in the Mentoring Programme of the Committee
for the Reception of Refugees of the Government of Catalonia.

1.2. University access system
After evaluating various options together with the Secretariat of Universities and
Research, the Catalan Association of Public Universities (ACUP), the Agency for
Management of University and Research Grants (AGAUR) and Catalan universities,
three different mechanisms for accessing university were established:

+30 ECTS
Students who can certify that they
have passed at least 30 credits.

-30 ECTS
Students who can provide
documentary evidence that they
have begun university studies
and that they have surpassed a
maximum of 29 credits.

University degree
Students who have completed a
university degree and are able to
present their academic transcript.

Students may continue with the
studies associated with their
academic transcript.

Students may access degrees
associated with their academic
transcript with a cut-off mark
of 5.

Students may apply for a
postgraduate master’s degree.

1.3. Funding
University
tuition
Universities

Extension
course
Universities

Ongoing
expenses
Secretariat for Equality,
Immigration and Citizenship

Health insurance
Assistència Sanitària Col·legial
Department of Health

2. Selection
Students will be selected, regardless of their nationality,
in the country where the selection process will be made.
In this first experience, the State of Lebanon has been chosen due to the development
programmes it currently has in place and for the relations established with the Catalan
Agency for Development Cooperation.

2.1. Requirements
Candidates must:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Be registered as a refugee by UNHCR or the Government of Lebanon.
Be living in Lebanon.
Have begun university studies.
Not be a beneficiary of other scholarships.
Comply with specific requirements regarding student visas.

2.2. Selection process
Step 1
Online registration.

Step 2
Delivery of documents to UNHCR:
1. Photocopy of a valid passport.
2. Photocopy of academic transcript.
3. Photocopy of a university diploma (candidates wishing to study a master’s degree).

Step 3
Universities review documentation and prepare an exam
to assess veracity.

Step 4
Candidates take the exam that will be corrected by
the universities.

Step 5
A personal interview is conducted to assess the candidate’s
motivation.

Step 6
Selected candidates complete the process by applying
for student visa.

2.3. Priority guide
A priority guide has been established in order to select candidates who meet all the
requirements:

Gender parity; with the
aim of achieving 50%
female participation.

Knowledge of Spanish,
English or French
languages.

Studies that may be
useful for the future
social and physical
reconstruction of the
countries of origin.

3. Participating actors
This programme would not be possible without the participation of several actors
during the various phases: dissemination, the selection process and implementation of
the programme.

Secretariat for Equality,
Immigration and Citizenship

Programme design.
Coordination of participating actors.
Selection of candidates.
Funding of the ongoing expenses
of participants.

Universities

Organisation and funding of Spanish
language courses.
Funding of university tuition.
Selection of candidates.

Directorate General for
Linguistic Policy

Organisation and funding of Catalan
language courses.

Ministry of Health
Assistència Sanitària Col·legial

Medical coverage for obtaining student
visas.

UNHCR
Government of Lebanon

Dissemination of the programme to potential candidates.

Spanish Embassy in Beirut

Issuance of student visas for all selected
participants.

Verification that candidates are registered
as refugees in the UNHCR or Government
of Lebanon database.

4. 2018 edition
The pilot edition of the programme began in 2018. Once the programme had been
disseminated with the help of UNHCR, 53 candidates registered online.
Once their documentation was reviewed, a total of 26 candidates were selected. The
26 candidates took the exam that the university had prepared and were interviewed
in person in Beirut.
At the end of the process, 18 people were selected to take part in the 2018 edition.
Before their arrival in Catalonia, the students took an online Catalan language course
and Spanish language course. When they arrived in Catalonia in September 2018, their
language skills were assessed and a personal plan was drawn up for each of them:
— Those who had studied in English began their degree or master’s degree and also
enrolled in a Catalan language course and a Spanish language course.
— Those who studied Catalan or Spanish and who did not yet have a sufficient level to
ensure completion of the university degree were enrolled in a language extension
course. The students will begin their university studies in the second semester of
the 2018-2019 academic year.
All of the students agreed to take part in the Mentoring Programme of the
Committee for the Reception of Refugees. The mentors will help them learn the
languages and also facilitate their incorporation into Catalan society.

Further information
If you would like further information about the programme or
would like to implement the programme in your country, you
can contact us via email:

comiteapr@gencat.cat

