
Nearly 

1 1 million
nationals from eight countries of origin, Afghanistan, Eritrea, 
Iran, Iraq, Somalia, Syria, Venezuela and Sudan were 
granted permits by OECD countries and Brazil for family, work and 
study purposes.

3 in 5 were family permits 

18% were student permits

Study and work permits accounted for 
ca. 167,000 and 183,000 permits issued, 
respectively. Skills-based pathways allow 
individuals to access education and 
livelihood opportunities.

591,000 permits were issued for family 
purposes. Family reunification is a rights-
based pathway that protects family unity.

19% were labour permits

Highlights (2019-2023)

A further ca. 

96,000 
sponsorship permits 
were issued to the eight  
selected nationalities  
via private sponsorship programmes  
by Canada and Australia.

3:1 ratio 
between permits  

  and resettlement2 

While 941,000 individuals of the eight 
selected nationalities were granted first-
time residence permits in OECD countries 
and Brazil, 309,000 refugees of these 
same nationalities were resettled in these 
destinations.3 

Permits Resettlement

Permits per nationality

2 Resettlement submissions and refugee admission under legal pathways are functional processes that work separately and 
in addition to the other resulting in higher scale of solutions for refugees. 

3 Source: UNHCR Refugee Data Finder (2025)
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https://globalcompactrefugees.org/about-gcr/resources/reports/oecd-unhcr-safe-pathways-refugees



